Dear Friends, 
I need your help!  Actually I need help from you and just about everyone you know.  And it’s not for me or my family, but for other families who share a common bond with mine.  Let me explain.
Our family was blessed with the gift of my youngest grandson, Scotty, a.k.a. Scooter Bug, when he was just 5 days old.  Technically (though only technically – our hearts know better), he is a foster child.  As a foster family, my daughter and son-in-law are ideal parents: a wonderful  home, 2 incomes, loving hearts as big any child could dream for.  Scotty’s foster care agency, Hoyleton Youth and Family Services does a great job providing as much support and assistance as they possibly can, and Scotty wants for nothing.  

Here’s the part about why I need your help….

Last Christmas season, I had the reluctant pleasure of attending the Hoyelton Christmas party for foster families.  I have to say, my expectations were vastly exceeded.  It was a lovely event with a great dinner, Santa, and holiday treats for all in attendance.  It was really, truly lovely - right up until I was leaving…

As I was heading out, a foster family with 4 kids in tow was making their way to their car.  I might not have noticed were it not for the sobs of the children.  One child’s plaintiff cries were carrying above the rest. “But why didn’t I win a prize?” he cried,  “Why, Momma?”   Mom tried her best to console them all and explain that there were only a few gifts in a raffle and these kids hadn’t won any of the prizes.  “But… but why wasn’t there something for everybody?” another child sniffled.   I nearly broke down crying with them.  

I thought about it all that night.  No, life isn’t always fair. No, we aren’t always going to win the prize.  But the heartbreak those kids felt leaving what had been a wonderful, fun event is just as painful to me today as it was that night.  These kids have had their lives upended, and a simple “prize” at a Christmas party doesn’t seem like too much to ask.  Does it?

I called Hoyleton the next day and learned that in order to provide the kids with gifts on Christmas Day, they only had those few for the party and had to raffle them.  Many of the foster families do not have the luxuries that mine does, so Hoyleton focuses its resources to provide a gift for each child to have on Christmas morning.  I signed up to help change that.

Here’s where you come in….

I am starting a campaign to collect gifts from the enclosed list for this year’s party and making it a mission to see that no one goes home crying.  I want every child to go home with something of their very own.   I want EVERY child who attends that party to “win a prize.”  

Would you, and anyone else you can share this with, purchase an item or two (or ten) from the list? Or you can send a monetary donation and I’ll be happy to do the shopping for you.  Together we can brighten the lives of at least a few foster children who ask so little and endure so much.   

And , please,  I need all donations no later than November 20, 2011.

A truly Merry Christmas to all from a grandma on a mission!

Annette Carr 
618-210-4243

Hoyleton Christmas Party Gift List
This list is compiled to provide age appropriate, gender neutral, EQUAL gifts
for every child in the various age groups priced at under $10 and is approved by Hoyleton.
Please shop for these EXACT items and/or make a monetary donation and I will do the shopping for you!!!
I don’t want anyone to end up sad because someone else got a “better” or “different” gift than they did.  
Totally defeats my “no crying” mission!

Age Group		Gift Item		Number needed		Stores carrying this item

Birth to 2	Fisher-Price Brilliant Basics		50 			Target,  Walmart, Kohls, Online stores
                             Shape Sorter
[image: Fisher-Price Brilliant Basics Baby's First Blocks]
Ages 3-7	Sing-A-Ma-Jigs				75			Walmart, Target. Online stores
         		
[image: http://www.singamajigs-singing-toys.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/new-yellow-singamajig.jpg]
These come in a variety of colors and styles – mix it up for boys and girls

Ages 8 and up		Cuponk Game			120			Walmart, Target, Toys-R-Us, 
Online stores 
(Walmart.com sells for $5)
[image: CUPONK BOOMSHAKALAKA Game]
Monetary gifts:   Please make checks payable to:   Hoyleton Ministires
and mail them to: Hoyleton Ministries, c/o  Annette Carr, 775 Trago Creek Dr., Ballwin, MO 63021

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hoyleton is a 501(c)3 org. and monetary donations are tax deductible. Hoyleton will gladly provide you with a letter for tax purposes on monetary donations.  You will receive a letter acknowledging toy donations, so save your receipts to attach with your letter for tax deduction.  Want to more about Hoyleton?  Go to www.hoyleton.org for more on this wonderful organization dedicated to making the lives of children better.
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